Gastrocystoplasty in the treatment of bladder exstrophy.
A wedge-shaped segment of stomach based on the right gastroepiploic artery was used for bladder augmentation in 11 patients. Initial diagnosis in these 11 patients was bladder exstrophy. Indications for the use of stomach in bladder reconstruction were important bilateral upper tract deterioration in 10 patients, dederivation in 1. A continent appendicostomy (Mitrofanoff) has been performed in all patients. In post-operative follow-up (average 24 months), all patients have stable upper tract X-rays and stable or improved renal function. All patients require intermittent clean catheterization, 8 are totally continent, 2 are partially continent, 1 patient is still incontinent. No serious digestive problem was encountered. The increase in bladder capacity was 300 to 500% after 6 months. Mucus production is reduced relative to other intestinal segments and the patients require no bladder irrigation. The authors recommend the use of stomach for urinary tract reconstruction in compromised patients.